
Soundings  is a Fall publica on of the  
Steuben County Lakes Council, Inc. 

317 South Wayne Street, Suite 2A, Angola, IN  46703 
Telephone (260) 665‐1730, Fax (260) 665‐8798 

E‐mail:  office@lakescouncil.org                                 Website:  www.LakesCouncil.org 

ADDRESS CHANGES 
We are diligently working on our database to make sure we have current lake ad‐
dresses and current mailing addresses of those who prefer receiving mail other 
than at the lake.  Please keep us informed of any changes that need to be made.  If 
you are a “Snow Bird” and have a different winter address, please advise us of this 
address and the mes this should be used.  We want to be sure to reach you with 
any mailings we may have.  To make a change, please send a note in the mail, call 
the office (260) 665‐1730, or email the office at office@lakescouncil.org.  Thank 
you for your  assistance. 
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PRESIDENT’S LIVE BOX 
Submi ed by Cheryl Silverhart, SCLC President 

 
 Naviga ng COVID‐19 demands ingenuity, compas‐
sion, and spirit. The Steuben County Lakes Council communi‐
ty exemplifies these traits. We strive to ensure con nuity of 
water quality tes ng by working with  the community.  We 
are constantly working to develop new solu ons and find 
ways to help. The SCLC will always be champions for our 
water and together we will weather this storm.  We strive to 
be champions for our lakes and rivers through designing 
water quality objec ves and water quality management 
processes.  
 Water quality objec ves are designed for the sub‐
stances or condi ons of concern in a watershed so that their 
a ainment will protect the designated uses. Based on the 
preceding discussions, the water uses to be protected should 
include drinking water, irriga on, primary‐contact recrea‐

on, aqua c life and wildlife. 
 Water quality management includes the system‐
a c collec on of physical, chemical and biological infor‐
ma on and the analysis, interpreta on and repor ng of 
those measurements according to a pre‐planned design and 
structure. 
 In these challenging mes, we turn to each other 
for support, guidance and encouragement. The Steuben 
County Lakes Council looks forward to support from every‐
one. 
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MEMBERSHIP NOTES 
Submi ed by Cheri Carpenter, SCLC Office Manager 
Thank you to everyone who sent their membership contribu on in for 
2020.     A special thanks also to all who contributed to our water quality 
project this year. With your help, we have been able to intervene when we 
find a problem area and also do water tes ng in the watersheds of Steuben 
County to keep our waters safe.  Membership le ers for 2021 will be sent 
out in January 2021. 

STEUBEN COUNTY LAKES COUNCIL, INC.  
BOARD MEETINGS 

Learn more about your Steuben County Lakes Council by a ending our 
Board mee ngs. They are held the first Saturday of each month (except Jan‐
uary) at the First Congrega onal United Church of Christ, 314 West 
Maumee, Angola, IN, at 8:30 A.M. Excep on: The August 7th mee ng will be 
at the Lake James Chris an Camp & Retreat Center. The mee ngs are open 
to the public. Come join the discussions and help us keep the lakes and 
streams clean and beau ful. 

SCLC OFFICERS 2020 
 

President – Cheryl Silverhart 
President Elect – Steve Schroeder 

Technical Vice President – Pete Hippensteel 
Government Vice President – Karen DeForest 

Public Rela ons Vice President – John Williamson 
Secretary – Cheri Carpenter 
Treasurer – Gary VandenElst 

Assistant Treasurer –Jim Simons  
Member at Large – Bob Glick 
Member at Large –  Don Reitz 

Member at Large – Max Robison 
Advisor – Bill Schmidt 

WEST OTTER LAKE                                   Submi ed by John Williamson 
Here we are again‐‐‐just a couple weeks ll Autumn starts. I think that you will agree that 
the summers go by too fast. We hope that everyone had a good me on a lake this sum‐
mer. Even though we had some extra hot days, swimming was great. Hearing kids swim is 
always a good me seeing and listening. This summer we had our [ Helen Miller] boat pa‐
rade. Going around the lake and waving back at the people on shore was fun and seeing 
the flags being waved back at us made for a good day. Even though Helen is no longer with 
us, her annual boat parade will go on. Living by the water is so rewarding but a li le extra 
work. You can hear the ducks quack and the great blue heron squawk when it goes into 
flight, then there are the geese. We hope that you will enjoy the rest of the good weather 
we s ll have coming. 
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CALENDAR 2021 

 
Steuben County Lakes Council Board Mee ngs 

 
February 6, First Congrega onal United Church of Christ 

 
March 6, First Congrega onal United Church of Christ 

 
April  3, First Congrega onal United Church of Christ 

 
May 1, First Congrega onal United Church of Christ 

 
June 5, First Congrega onal United Church of Christ 

 
July 3,  First Congrega onal United Church of Christ 

 
August 7, Lake James Chris an Camp & Retreat Center 

 
September 4, First Congrega onal United Church of Christ 

 
October 2, First Congrega onal United Church of Christ 

 
November  6, First Congrega onal United Church of Christ 

 
December 4, First Congrega onal United Church of Christ 

 
All mee ngs are open to the public. 

 
Mee ngs start at 8:30 A.M. 

 
 

“Protec ng our lakes today, for tomorrow”  
 

LAKE OF THE WOODS/MCCLISH LAKE                    Submi ed by Steve McElhoe 
To say that 2020 has been a different and difficult year is truly an understatement.  The covid 19 
pandemic has virtually changed our way of life and how we conduct business. 
 
As if the virus wasn't enough, on April 18th I received a call from a local farmer asking if I knew 
about the proposed rezoning of 109 acres to allow for a 10,000 breeding sow CAFO ? The site 
lies less than a mile from our lakes in Noble County and the Maumee Ditch which runs alongside 
the property emp es directly into Lake of the Woods. 

The hearing to approve or deny the rezoning was scheduled for April 29th giving us only 11 days 
to mount the opposi on. To make ma ers worse there was only going to be one Commissioner 
making  the decision and the mee ng was not open to the public because of Covid. 
 
I contacted our Associa on Board members, posted informa on on the Next door website and 
called the Associa on Presidents of Big Long, Pre y and Big Turkey Lakes. We formed ac on 
groups, contacted the Planning Commission via email, snail mail and phone. We hired an a or‐
ney and also had the help of 2 renowned CAFO fighters in Barbara Shay Cox and John Meister. 
State Senator Susan Glick was very helpful and kept me informed of any new developments. I 
can truly say that without their help our chances of stopping the CAFO would have been greatly 
diminished. 
 
Because of the efforts of everyone concerned and the collapse of the pork industry (perfect m‐
ing)  the rezoning mee ng was cancelled and the pe on for the CAFO was withdrawn. This is 
not to say that a new pe on won't be filed in the future and we will remain diligent and ready 
to fight another ba le. 

I truly saw the results that Lake Associa ons and their members can have when faced with a 
situa on that would have long term effects on our water quality and our way of life. What 
comes to mind is hearing Bill Schmidt say, " No one sees the importance of a Lakes Council or an 
Associa on un l they want to build a CAFO by your lake."  Words of wisdom Bill, thank you  

SILVER LAKE                                                                     Submi ed by Greg Bright 

Silver Lake collected a water sample to see what kind of algae DNA was present. We found 13 
different species. But the one that made up over half the sample was this blue green called Syn‐
echococcus. Blue green algae blooms are becoming increasingly frequent in our lakes.  
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LAKE PLEASANT                                         Submi ed by Landon Brown, President 
                                                                            Lake Pleasant Homeowners Associa on 
 

Life on the Lake Pleasant! 
 

As another summer winds down I think it is fair to say this one will be a memorable one for 
sure! Though the board of directors chose to cancel our annual mee ng, the boat was s ll in 
mo on. Numerous mee ngs took place to determine what the best steps would be to ensure 
our lake water level and biological stability. We have learned a lot about the process for both 
Indiana and Michigan and though it makes things much harder we have been blessed to walk in 
the foot steps of Lake George. We will con nue to determine what our next steps will be 
whether that is a legal lake level or re‐evalua on of county drains.  
 
Weed control is always our number one priority and we were fortunate enough to receive LARE 
funding to help offset those costs. We truly are blessed to call Lake Pleasant home with almost 
450 acres of water and less than 200 residents,  but when it comes to covering the annual ex‐
penses we would be lost without the LARE funding.  
 
Around the lake we are con nuing to see new houses, expansions and new lake residents. Man‐
apogo Park is s ll up and running at full speed with new social distancing policies. A small hand‐
ful of houses have changed hands and our new residents have taken no me to get involved. 
Lake life is good!! 
 

Chris & Becky Abbey      
Clayton & Janice Adams 
Don & Janet Ahlersmeyer 
Gary Anderson 
Rob Armstrong 
Aqua c Enhancement 
Susan Baer 
Larry & Nancy Bandelier 
Warren & Barbara Barnes 
Dwight & Carol Bieberich 
Jeff & Janet Bosler 
Michael Burkhalter 
James & Karen Bushey 
William & Jeane e Cady 
Rob & Heather Callahan 
Cheri Carpenter 
Caruso’s Restaurant 
Mark & Dawn Christman 
Larry & Joan Cimino 
Merrilyn Colliver 
Brad Cookson 
Pa  Couperthwaite 
Charles Crosby 
Kevin & Mary Cross 
William Cupp, Jr. 
Kenneth Dafler 
Thomas S Danford 
Gary & Kathy Davis 
Kelly Derango 
Robert Detrick 
Anita Dierkes 
Charles & Kathy Dowe 
Dorothy Dukes 
Larry & Joan Eichler 
Danny & Terry Fansler 
Ma hew & Cindy Fe er 
Robert Fiedler 
Bradd & Suzanne Fisher 
Jeff Fouse 
Warren Franke 
Jeff & Kelly Godfrey 
John & Jeanne Grady 
Diane Graziano 
Jackie & Lydia Griffin 
Pete & Janis Groth 
Thomas & Judy Guthrie 
Roxanne Hallman 

Shirley Hallman 
Karen Hamilton 
Donna Hankins 
Mel & Sandy Hathaway 
Sarah Helbig 
Barbara Hendrick 
Katy Hoehn 
Judy Hostetler 
Michael & Linda Iczkovitz 
Wilmer & Pat Iler 
Doug & Beth Jackson 
Brian & Sheila Jellison 
Paul & Jennifer Jennewine 
Michael & Mary Johnson 
David Kaczkowski 
Robert & Janise Kaufman 
Norman & Tina King 
Sharon King 
Kathleen Kirby 
William & Carol Koester 
Ron& Kay Kummer 
Charles Lampe 
Allen & Marsha Langdon 
Jim & Debby Lemmel 
Megan & Shane Libey 
Patrick & Virginia Lobb 
Paul & Linda Longville 
Sco  & Lynne MacDonald 
Douglas & Tamara Maginn 
Ken & Helen Miller 
Michael & Brinda Miller 
Wayne & Michele Miller 
J. Steven & Jacqueline 
    Mitchell 
Michael & Melissa 
    Moorman 
Kelly Mote 
Sco  & Arlene Mowry 
Sue Myers 
Mary L. Marvel Nelson 
Tim & Catherine Offerle 
Dennis & Jean Oser 
Don & Barbara Parrish 
Jeffrey & Debra Payton 
John & Liat Peters 
Wayne Peters   
Louis & Be y Pringle 

Tom & Kris Reincke 
Steve & Karen Richards 
Max & Sandra Robison  
James & Bara Rousseau 
Carolyn & Don Schenkel 
William & Lori Scherger 
Dan & Rebecca Schmidt 
William Schmidt 
Ken & Marta Schlemmer 
James & Therese Shiffler 
James & Marilyn Simons 
Tony Sipe 
Kevin Silwa 
Stephanie Somers 
David & Mary Southern 
Sue Spangle 
Joe & Ruth Springer 
Bruce & Barbara Stahly 
Vern & Deborah Stanger 
Shawn & Heidi Stark 
Don & Beverly Stephens 
Margaret S ggers 
Thomas & Kristen Stone 
Claudia Sunberg 
John & Nickie Sweeney 
Daniel Swinford 
Larry & Linda Thomas 
Robert & Be e Thomson 
Pat & Shelley Tippmann 
Burdell & Catherine 
    Trecar n 
Charles & Marilyn 
    Trowbridge 
Marilyn Vachon 
David & Julie VonDerau 
Linda & Nick Vucich 
Kevin & Chris Waden 
Jeff & Jana Walborn 
Craig Walker 
Leo & Be y Weber 
Brian & Molly Weber 
Steve & Keitha Wesner 
John & Nancy Wilhelm 
Woodward Rentals 
John & Dawn Wysong 
Norman Yoder 

    

2020                 SCHOLARSHIP      CONTRIBUTORS 
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“Settling” for Clean Lakes 

By Bridget Harrison, Director, Clear Lake Township Land Conservancy 

The Clear Lake Township Land Conservancy is pleased to share details about an exciting 
acquisition and water quality improvement project! The Settlers Wetland Nature Preserve 
is a ~3.5 acre closed preserve (not open to the public) located on the south side of State 
Road 120, in Fremont. The name recognizes the early settlers to our area and the function 
of the water quality improvement project planned for the site.  

The creation of the odd shaped parcel was made possible by the donation of land from Jim 
and Annie Skinner with purchase support from the Waterfield Foundation on behalf of 
Richard D., Richard R., Randy, & Jill Waterfield. Additional funds to support the purchase 
came from several community members who regularly donate to our Land Acquisition 
Fund. Many thanks to the generous supporters who made the protection of this preserve 
possible!   

The name Settlers recognizes the function of the proposed water quality improvement 
project that we are currently designing. The property is located along the county‐regulated 
Cyrus Brouse Ditch. Working with the County Surveyor's office, the project consists of the 
construction of a two‐stage ditch on the west bank of the Cyrus Brouse Ditch. The graphic 
below shows a conventional ditch on the left. The two‐stage ditch, on the right, creates a 
bench to allow the water flowing through the ditch during heavy rain events, or high flow, 
to slow down and spread out. In doing so, the sediments and suspended nutrients like 
phosphorous or nitrogen have a chance to settle out. Our project will be similar to the 
graphic on the right, but a bench will only be constructed on the west side of the ditch.  

 

Graphic source: Indianawatershedinitiative.com  

 

                    

                                                                                                                              Con nued on page 6 

LAKE JAMES                                                         Submi ed by Lynn Wernet 
Gree ngs from Lake James!!  Well the summer of 2020 has been interes ng, hasn’t it?  First, 
we would like to say thank you for our beau ful corner of NE Indiana for helping us to stay 
healthy and sane during the summer of covid‐19.  Thank you to our essen al workers, our 
restaurants, bars and local businesses who have worked diligently with all the constant regula‐
tory changes to provide services to all of us.  We appreciate you more than you know.  We 
feel so fortunate to be able to enjoy outside ac vi es on our lakes during these trying mes.  
Boa ng and swimming have become even more wonderful sources of family fun this year.  
Thank you to all our visitors and residents for working together to enjoy our lakes. 

In addi on to all the new, we also are enjoying some of the old.  Congratula ons to Tom’s 
Donuts on 50 years at 4 Corners.  We look forward to celebra ng even more next year!   

We con nue to work with Steuben County Lakes Council on water tes ng to be sure our lake 
remains healthy for all of us and appreciate the dona ons you give for that.   LJA also recently 
become a 501c3 organiza on so all dona ons are now tax deduc ble.  We welcome all of you 
to join us for board mee ngs on the 3rd Saturday of the month, help on a commi ee or volun‐
teer to join the board.  Email us at lja.lakejames@gmail.com or check our website at lake‐
james.org.   

This may be a once in a life me year but we pledge to be here for many life mes working on 
our mission to aid and promote the enhancement and preserva on of lake resources, land use 
and recrea onal opportuni es of Lake James, Steuben County, Indiana. 

Photo from Pokagon State Park 
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Con nued from Page 5—Se ling for Clean Lakes 

During large rain events the two‐stage ditch will flow into a constructed wetland to provide 
stormwater storage. This allows suspended solids to settle out and increases the up‐take of nutri‐
ents by water‐loving plants. Wetlands—the “kidneys” of our lakes—function to remove pollution 
from the waters flowing into and through them and ultimately into our lakes. As we work 
through the permitting process, final project design and details will be completed.  

Funding support for the “Cyrus Brouse Clean Stream” project has been secured from the Indiana 
Department of Natural Resources’ Lake & River Enhancement Program, the Clear Lake Fund and 
the Danny & Bill Donor Advised Fund, both held by the Steuben County Community Foundation, 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, and NiSource Foundation and NIPSCO.  

DOG DAYS OF SUMMER 2020 

Submitted by Steve Schroeder 

Observing the heavy parade of boat traffic cruising along Folle e Creek this sheltered season 
provided a no ceable array of entertainment this summer.   

Perched on many a Bow was none other than Man’s Best Friend.   

With their heads held high, noses in the air, ears blown back from the cool breeze, tongues out, 
and paws clinging over the Bow, as if to say, “Full Steam ahead, Mateys.”   

And what’s this I see?  Full Doggie Nau cal Regalia!   Donning nau cal neckerchiefs, personal 
flota on jackets, and once observed a First Mate Cap.    

Traveling down the creek, barking “All Hands‐on Deck,” the gree ngs con nue confirming just 
who is the King and Captain of this Boat.   

Look at me!  Look at me! Here! Here! This is my Family, My boat.  It is clear for the dogs and the 
families this is the best part their life and most certainly the best part of the Day. 

And for me, Dogs on Boards, Dogs in Kayaks, Dogs at the Helm, have been my summer pas me. 

So long, to the summer of shelter 2020.  The view from my back porch has been an unexpected 
delight. 

See you next year.   Who Let the Dogs Out?  Paw Aboard, Doggie Paddle, Nau  Dog, Ruff Seas, 
Dockin Dog.     

Con nued from Page 18  (Jimmerson Lake) 

The Associa on received grants under the state’s Lake and River Enhancement (LARE) pro‐
gram for control of the invasive weed, Eurasian watermilfoil.  Spraying took place at the end 
of May.  We received a Great Lakes Restora on Ini a ve federal grant for two treatments—
one in July and one in early August to counter another invasive plant, starry stonewort. 

Buoys and flags were slowly deployed through April and May.  Many buoys needed repair, 
and others were beyond repair and, where possible, were replaced with flags.   An inter‐
es ng  observa on about the flags:  people began to realize how shallow Jimmerson really is 
in places and started anchoring near the flags stuck in sandier bo oms. 

With precau ons in place, we met in person in July at Club Paradise and decided to not can‐
cel our annual membership mee ng in August.  The annual mee ng, also at Club P, was 
sparsely a ended.  Our guest speaker was Sco  Banfield from Aqua c Enhancement  & Sur‐
vey, Inc. of Angola, our weed‐control contractor.  He reported on our weed‐management 
progress and fielded ques ons. 

With everything being managed so well and no lingering issues other than the pandemic, the 
Jimmerson Lake Associa on decided to suspend its monthly mee ngs un l next April.  All 
that is le  to do now is enjoy the autumn and wait for the trumpeter swans to return. 

 

LAKE GEORGE                                                           Submi ed by Kevin Snyder 

The transi on of invasive weed control ac vi es from the Lake George Co agers Associa on 
to the Lake George Conservancy District was completed in early 2020. Co age owners on 
Lake George, both in Indiana and Michigan, are now assessed fees on their property tax bills 
to cover the cost of invasive weed control. 
 
In 2020, the annual lake survey revealed a minimal amount of Eurasian Water Milfoil (less 
than 3 acres down from 49 acres in 2019).  This is presumably a result of Starry Stonewort's 
con nued expansion from 65% of the lake in 2019.  Treatment was applied to approximately 
85 acres of Starry Stonewort in June and 65 acres in August despite a 40% reduc on in Great 
Lakes Restora on Ini a ve funding.   The 2020 treatment plan represents a focus on the 
weeds in 0 to 10 feet of water and the lake's primary naviga on paths. 
 
Work con nues on the transi on of accountability for maintenance of the dam from the 
Lake George Co agers Associa on to the Lake George Conservancy District. A pe on for 
the Michigan co age owners to establish a Legal Lake Level was submi ed in May by Branch 
County to the Branch County Circuit Court.  A hearing on the Legal Lake Level is scheduled 
for September 10, 2020.   The Lake George Co agers Associa on is in the process of devel‐
oping an Emergency Ac on Plan for the dam.  
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       HAMILTON LAKE                                                Submi ed by Cathy Wagenknecht 
 The Hamilton Lake Associa on (HLA) has had an interes ng year.  1) Water quality tes ng for 
E.coli are finally back in the normal range this year which is good news.  We con nue to be 
thankful that Pete Hippensteel has built a rela onship with the owners of the CAFOs (Confined 
Animal Feeding Opera ons). His dedica on has really been remarkable. 2) Hamilton Lake con n‐
ues to struggle with our ba le against non na ve aqua c vegeta on… weeds. We are working 
closely with the IDNR to develop a healthy balance. A ZOOM mee ng with the IDNR and a cross 
panel of lake residents was scheduled for September to discuss the weed situa on.  3) HLA con‐

nues to keep in touch with lake residents through our website and Facebook. 4) The annual 
mee ng held the 3rd Saturday of June, had to be canceled due to the pandemic. 5) The ac ve 
HLA “Buoy Boys” did a weekly run to replace buoys, as well as check on weeds & general condi‐

on of the lake.  6) HLA fundraising efforts included membership dues with HLA flags, the HL 
(Hamilton Lake) s ckers. 7) The 10th Annual Boat Poker Run held on the last Saturday of July also 
had to be canceled this year but we are looking forward to next year.   8) The HLA obtained the 
proper permits and had many volunteers at our Goose Round Up collec ng 47 geese. Finally, 
The HLA has a newsle er with the membership mailing in late fall/early winter which includes 
the membership dues form and a summary of this season’s busy lake life. We are proud to an‐
nounce approximately 70% pay their dues.  

Yet to come is the annual Horse Drawn Christmas Parade on Nov 28th at dark; all horses & wag‐
ons are lit up with Christmas lights.  DON’T MISS THIS!  Bring the kids because…Santa will be 
there! 

JIMMERSON LAKE                                  Submi ed by Ken Erlenbaugh 

Last fall, we were fortunate to have a visiting family of trumpeter swans that remained in the 
area well after the first of the year.  Trumpeter swans, unlike the more numerous mute swans 
on our lakes, are native to North America.  Trumpeters are the “largest waterfowl in North 
America and the largest swan in the world,” with an eight‐foot wing span, according to the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service.  So, it seems like good omen at the time. 

The ice seemed to come on late and go away early, with few days when it was safe to enjoy 
properly.  Between the pandemic‐related shutdown and what seems like nonstop spring rains, 
boat traffic appeared a bit later than most years.  But by Memorial Day, boats showed up in 
throngs.  Being able to hunker down at Jimmerson Lake seemed to ease the pain of going 
through the pandemic for many. 

The Jimmerson Lake Association (JLA) board held Zoom meetings in May and June to track how 
well the usual necessities were being addressed. 

Mute swan eggs were oiled throughout April as weather permitted.  Fewer nests and eggs re‐
quired treatment than in years past; our efforts are steadily paying off.  And we now have the 
trumpeter swans to prove it.               

                                                                                                                                   Continued on page 19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2020 Scholarship Recipient, Lillian Zolman with SCLC President, Cheryl Silverhart 

SCHOLARSHIP UPDATE 
At our August 1, 2020 annual mee ng, the Steuben County Lakes Council awarded Lillian 
Zolman, a 2020 graduate of Prairie Heights with the 2020‐2021 annual scholarship to Northern 
Michigan University in Marque e, Michigan, where Lillian will be majoring in Environmental 
Science.  Congratula ons, Lillian.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  *** Steuben County Lakes Council offers an annual scholarship to a student from Steuben  Co.  
pursuing a degree in Environmental Science or Civil Engineering.  For more informa on about 
qualifica ons, please call the SCLC office  at (260) 665‐1730, email at office@lakescouncil.org, or 
contact us via our Facebook page. 



                 “Monitoring monarchs and more” 

      Submi ed by Amy Oberlin, volunteer monitor for the Michigan Bu erfly Network 

 

Another bu erfly season has come to a close. 

It was late in the season, 2018, when I saw a common buckeye in a milkweed‐filled prairie near a 
swamp. A showy species with large colorful eyespots, the common buckeye resides in more 
southern states and cannot withstand Indiana winters. Common buckeyes in Indiana are immi‐
grants who spend their short lives floa ng northward.  

It was a great find for a new bu erfly monitor who had only that June blazed a trail at Trine State 
Recrea on area. With iden fica on assistance from Ronda Spink, coordinator of the Michigan 
Bu erfly Network, based at the Kalamazoo Nature Center in Kalamazoo, Michigan, I was able to 
iden fy the buckeye. Since it was such a beauty, I provided a photo to The Herald Republican and 
KPC Media Group.  

Steuben County Lakes Council member Bill Schmidt saw my picture and showed up at a volunteer 
training session offered by John Bri enham of Blue Heron Ministries the following spring. I was 
delighted when Bill offered to be my scribe. His photography skills and pleasant company have 
made monitoring Steuben County bu erflies even be er. 

Last year, Bill and I had fun finding our first giant swallowtail. This year, we saw several giant swal‐
lowtails along with ger swallowtails and many monarchs. On our last walk Aug. 27, when bu er‐
fly numbers were dwindling but the temperature remained a searing 93 degrees, we counted 
nine bright orange monarchs. On Aug. 10, we spo ed 22.  

This year’s most exci ng moment was related to the monarchs. In that same swampy area where 
I saw the common buckeye two years ago, Bill and I discerned a viceroy from a monarch. 

In the bu erfly iden fica on books, viceroys and monarchs are o en shown together, to provide 
details needed to tell them apart. At a quick glance, a viceroy looks like a monarch — but it is 
redder and it is smaller. The black markings on its wings are different. Both are na ve to Steuben 
County, according to “Bu erflies of Indiana,” a field guide by Jeffrey E. Belth.  

The Michigan Bu erfly Network seeks to assess the changing popula on status of Michigan 
bu erfly species, evaluate the quality of Michigan ecosystems and engage the Michigan public in 
significant ci zen science research. Indiana does not have a bu erfly network, so northern Indi‐
ana counters led by Bri enham have joined the Michigan group. The data goes into a na onal 
database, collated with the work of ci zen scien sts across the United States, to help document 
and hopefully preserve beau ful and diverse bu erfly species for genera ons to come. 
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FOX LAKE                                                                      Submi ed by Kevin Colbert  
 

Because of covid 19 we had to cancel all Fox Lake ac vi es for 2020. In 2021 we are looking for‐
ward to opening the beach and resuming lake ac vi es  and  fundraisers such as Light The Night , 
Ice Cream Social and Labor Day Brunch .  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fox Lake Sunset 
 



 Friends of Pokagon  
Submi ed by Kelly Trusty 

 

The Friends of Pokagon are Helping Make Great Memories 

The Friends of Pokagon organiza on recently celebrated its first full year of helping Pokagon 
State Park staff protect, preserve and promote Pokagon and Trine SRA proper es and events. 
Our members hosted unique hikes and events serving hundreds of park visitors and enhanced a 
variety of exis ng park programs and services through generous support of membership fees, 
Founding Friends sponsorships and dona ons. Friends volunteers planted three white oak trees 
to celebrate the Civilian Conserva on Corps (CCC) 1930’s structure‐ and trail‐building efforts 
throughout the park which we all s ll enjoy today. Also, the Friends and Northeast Indiana 
Woodworkers created an outdoor habitat for the resident box turtles, the Friends worked with 
Steuben County Soil and Water Conserva on District to create a na ve pollinator habitat out‐
side the Nature Center Woodland Window and they purchased a water bo le filler for the Na‐
ture Center so visitors can stay hydrated safely. Anyone is welcome to become a member of the 
Friends of Pokagon to support this fun work of helping visitors make great memories at our 
local state parks. Please email friendsofpokagon@gmail.com to receive membership infor‐
ma on, and visit the Friends on Facebook h ps://www.facebook.com/FriendsofPokagon to 
learn more.  

 

Photo of Nature Center at Pokagon State Park 
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Con nued from page 15—Clear Lake 

Preserve.  Almost 100 Knee‐high Naturalists (and their happy parents) learned about reduce/
recycle/reuse from the Dumpster Drummers plus enjoyed sessions on vultures, art in nature 
and oak trees.  The Conservancy launched a Watershed Diagnos c Study to iden fy water 
quality improvement opportuni es for the next 25 years.  Unfortunately, we also iden fied the 
presence of Eurasian Watermilfoil, a highly aggressive, non‐na ve aqua c plant that plays hav‐
oc with swimming, boa ng, shoreline debris and other nega ve effects.  A project is now un‐
derway to assess and remove this infesta on.  This plant typically is introduced by visi ng 
boats, reinforcing the IDNR advice to wash boats before / a er use to avoid unintended intro‐
duc on of harmful plants and cri ers.  Community helps us get through trying mes togeth‐
er.  Clear Lake has a wonderful reservoir of community spirit and we all benefited from it in 
2020.   
CROOKED LAKE                    Submi ed by Dave Rosebrock 
2020 has been an unusual lake season, many of you may agree, due largely to COVID. When 
schools and many employers stopped face to face contact, we no ced more seasonal folks at 
the lake earlier in the year than usual. There was a general sense that many chose to get away 
from the bigger ci es to work online and avoid unnecessary crowds.  
 
The Associa on Board had planned for a June Annual Mee ng un l state requirements result‐
ed in a delay un l August. Likewise, our plans for the 4th of July holiday were modified due to 
the virus. Although our Freedom 5 Run and Walk was cancelled for 2020, we are working to 
bring back the event bigger and be er than ever in 2021. 
 
The 4th of July holiday weekend was busy, nonetheless. On the 3rd, we organized our tradi‐

onal Light the Lake Red event. Many of our Lakers par cipated by ligh ng flares on the shore‐
line at 10:00 that evening.  
 
On the 4th itself, a Boat Parade was organized by the associa on to make up in part for having 
to cancel the Freedom 5. We had a good turnout of boats and many great entries. See crook‐
edlake.org for photos. We expect there will be some pressure to con nue this fun event next 
year.  Also, on the 4th, our Fireworks show was considered a success. No threat of rain this  
year made for less nail‐bi ng.  
 
Another major associa on responsibility, namely invasive weed control, con nued this season. 
Eurasian Milfoil ,Curly Leaf Pond Weed, and especially Starry Stonewort con nue to be a big 
problem in our lake.  With the lower water levels and hot weather, this is especially true in the 
third basin. 
 
Speaking of rain, we could certainly use some as I write this report. Although we have had 
some nice Summer weather, lake levels are down considerably.   
 
And although COVID has slowed the process somewhat, we con nue to work with the Steuben 
County Lakes Council for purposes of water tes ng and finding solu ons for pollutants entering 
our lake. More lab tests are planned to build our case this year and into 2021.  
 
In closing, we send thanks to many volunteers who give generously of their me and talent to 
keep our lake clean and safe for another year. Stay well.  
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Con nued from page 14—Big Turkey 

One project we are s ll working on is the maintenance of the full silt trap at the BTL inlet at Tur‐
key Creek. We are hopeful that the Steuben County Drainage Board will be able to appropriate 
funds to clean and maintain the silt trap moving forward.  A er this is completed, we will be 
looking further into dredging the downstream side of it, so our property owners can regain use 
of their waterfront. 

Next year we will be looking to the USDA and IDNR for help educa ng our community on the 
invasive species, Mute Swans, and what we can do to possibly get Trumpeter Swans back on our 
lake.  

At BTL, we are very fortunate to have 2 fire departments so close and such an integral part of 
our community.  Both the Salem Center Volunteer Fire Department and the Stroh Volunteer Fire 
Department have conducted ice/cold water rescue and open water rescue training on BTL to 
be er serve the whole Steuben County area. We are extremely grateful for their services. 

The summer season is winding down and property owners will start removing piers before too 
long. We look forward to the recrea on our lake provides us in the not‐so‐warm months. 

CLEAR LAKE                                                              Submi ed by  Bridget Harrison 
Years like 2020 make us appreciate the spirit of community at Clear Lake.  Back in 2018, the 
community supported construc on of a covered pavilion on Outer Drive in partnership with the 
Clear Lake Lutheran Church for use by community families and organiza ons.  Li le did we know 
how much use the Pavilion would get in 2020!   
 
Since late spring, the community members have gathered for church services, annual mee ngs, 
book clubs, monthly women’s gatherings and a variety of outdoor “meet‐ups” in the Pavil‐
ion.  This valuable resource easily adapted to the social distancing called for in this pandemic. 
 
The pandemic also made us appreciate the wisdom of installing a sewer system in the Town of 
Clear Lake well over ten years ago.  The Town reports that the system has safely handled waste 
from the increased popula on at the Lake triggered by COVID‐19, fulfilling the project goal of 
maintaining clean, healthy water in Clear Lake. 
 
The community‐supported Clear Lake Associa on (CLA) wowed us again with a spectacular fire‐
works display for the Fourth of July.  CLA also organized a joint training exercise with the 
Fremont Fire Department to ensure safety readiness. 
 
Handicap accessibility has been a goal at Clear Lake in 2020.  The Clear Lake Yacht Club under‐
took a fundraising campaign to update the 1940’s clubhouse with handicap accessible restrooms 
and facili es.  Construc on begins soon.  Steuben County Commissioners started a mul ‐year 
project to stabilize the Public Beach and improve handicap access. 
 
The Clear Lake Township Land Conservancy has been hard at work on water quality projects 
including the constructed wetlands covered in a separate ar cle.  Environmental educa on pro‐
grams were held outdoors four Fridays in July in the Conservancy’s Memorial Woods Nature 
 
                                                                                                Con nued on page 16                 

Water Quality Commi ee Report 

Submi ed by Bill Schmidt—Vice Chairman 

2020 saw a con nua on of our water quality program  We conducted three tests on 
over fi y sites in and around Steuben County.  The primary test parameters we moni‐
tor are phosphate and e coli.  Phosphate is a limi ng micro nutrient in the growth of 
aqua c plants and is also required for algae blooms. E coli is a contaminant that can 
affect both humans and animals. 

The Lakes Council has been conduc ng these water quality tests for more than 10 
years.  During that me we have seen high e coli readings at several of our test 
sites.  While we considered the sources of these high readings, we had no way to de‐
fini vely iden fy the source of the contamina on.  The general consensuses  was that 
the most likely sources were wild life, domes c animals or humans.  

Last year we became aware of tes ng technology that could iden fy the source of the 
e coli.  Whether it was human or from animals.  If the source was human,  the assump‐

on is that the source is failed sep c systems.  If animal,  it could come from wild 
life,  pets or farm animals.  We , along with the Crooked Lake Associa on and the Ham‐
ilton Lake Associa on funded a pilot tes ng program.  The results were encouraging. 

Following up on these results the Lakes Council funded two rounds of e coli DNA 
tes ng.  The first set of tests were conducted on the Carpenter and Palfreyman regu‐
lated ditches.  The results showed that seven of the ten test sites had human e coli 
present.  The source of the contamina on is unknown.  A second round of tes ng on 
these sites will be conducted in September a er a rainfall event.  The second test set 
will also have test sites on an inlet to Lake George,  Black Creek which is a tributary to 
Hamilton Lake and a regulated drain that feeds Clear Lake.  These last sites are funded 
by the Lake George Conservancy,  the Lakes Council and the Clear Lake Conservancy. 

The water quality commi ee will meet in late October to plan the tes ng program for 
2021.  If you would like to a end, please call the office.    

                              Photo courtesy of Fox Lake Associa on  



101 Lakes Trust ‐ A Li le Known Resource 
Submi ed by Janet Albright, President 101 Lakes Trust 

 
To say the least, 2020 has been an unusual year.  Due to safety, well‐being, and uncertainty, the 
101 Lakes cancelled all of their board mee ngs from April un l June and the annual Reflec ons 
on a Lake in August.  Besides the July board mee ng, we had our annual mee ng at Trine Recrea‐

on Area, where we met at the Wild Turkey Shelter Center.  At this mee ng, we elected our 2020
‐2021 officers: Janet Albright, President; Niann Lautzenhiser, Vice‐President; Amy Oberlin, Secre‐
tary; and, Ken Erlenbaugh, Treasurer.  We welcome Amy Oberlin, our newly elected officer! 
 

Regarding the Reflec ons on a Lake: we are looking forward to planning next year's event in  
August, 2021.  We ask that you check with your lake associa on members to see if there is any 
interest in sharing your lake’s history and places of interest. 
 

The Wri ng Compe on is coming up!  We are excited that Amy Oberlin has volunteered to chair 
the annual wri ng compe on.  Winners of the 2020 wri ng compe on were: 
 
Adult Prose: First Place ‐ Paul Beckwith 
Middle School Poem: First Place ‐ Reese Weber; Second Place ‐ Nabeeha Kazi; Third Place ‐ 
 Dakota  Osborn; Teacher ‐ Paul Beckwith, Angola Middle School 
Elementary Prose: First Place ‐ Lucia Yagodinski; Second Place ‐ Dakota Snyder; Teacher ‐ Zach 
 Butz, Carlin Park Elementary School 
Elementary Poem: First Place ‐ Shaheer Kazi; Second Place ‐ Hunter Czarnecki; Third Place ‐ 
 Keyonna Knox; Teacher ‐ Zach Butz, Carlin Park Elementary School 
The topic for the 2021 wri ng compe on will be announced in the upcoming fall/winter news‐
le er. 
 

The 101 Lakes Trust now has a Facebook page at "101 Lakes Trust."  We encourage any of you 
that are on Facebook to "like" and "share" the page.  Special thanks to Amy Oberlin for se ng 
this up for us!  Also, remember to check out our website.  The new domain name for our website 
is: lakestrust101.org 
 

Finally, as we look forward and plan for the future, we invite and encourage you to be part of our 
adventure and growth.  Besides becoming a member, we need volunteers to assist in our pursuit. 
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SHORELINES 2020 
BALL LAKE                                                              Submi ed by Karen DeForest 
  Wow, where did this summer go… This year so far has been challenging with all the things that 
are going on. We have not tried to have a mee ng since we, as an Associa on board, do not want 
to jeopardize any resident or visitor’s health and safety. We usually have two mee ngs and a non
‐motorized watercra  event the day of the August mee ng. We did get to do our boat parade on 
the 4th of July. While we had other residents watching from the shoreline to wave at their neigh‐
bors that did. As everyone wanted to get out of their homes and enjoy the neighbors that they 
have not seen for a while. Our Associa on donates money every year to SCLC for water quality 
tes ng. We know how important this tes ng is for everyone’s lake, especially ours. We have a 
group that search for invasive plants such as “Purple Loosestrife” and removes them safely. We 
are lucky to have our dedicated Ball Lake residents that make sure that our lake can con nue 
being our piece of paradise in Steuben County. Keep up the great work!!! As our snowbird 
friends venture to the warmer weather down south, we wish you safe travels. Others that enjoy 
our four seasons, we hope to see you around! Please stay safe and healthy!  

BIG  & LITTLE OTTER LAKE                                                 Submi ed by Joe Lantz 
I think it has been a quiet summer.  We have five new houses or co ages built on the two lakes.  
Wri ng this le er August 22 for The Soundings, NOLA has not had our annual mee ng.  We have 
found that having it a er Labor Day weekend, that there is a be er turnout.  Whether we have 
one or not , it has not been announced.  NOLA would like to thank all the people who were in‐
volved in water quality tes ng.  I would also like to wish everyone a safe and healthy off season. 

BIG TURKEY LAKE                            Submi ed by Sco  Harris 
It has been quite the year so far at Big Turkey Lake. COVID‐19 has definitely impacted our lake. 
We saw more anglers on the water during the spring me than we typically see and many resi‐
dents had their piers and boat li s in the water early. Unfortunately, we were not able to hold 
our regular semi‐annual BTLIA mee ngs, which is important to get input and feedback for the 
direc on of lake projects.  We did, however, s ll hold Associa on Director’s mee ngs, so resi‐
dents can s ll be well informed and provide feedback. This summer water levels have been low, 
fishing has been good, and many people have been able to enjoy the pleasures of lake‐living. 

Our fundraising efforts were extremely rewarding this year.  Between 2 Chicken BBQs and BTL 
Logo sales, we raised over $3300 that will go directly back into improving our beau ful lake even 
more. 

We did receive a LARE grant this year to help with getting rid of invasive weeds, namely Starry 
Stonewort and Eurasian Watermilfoil.  Both have been very challenging. 

 

                                                                                                                                      Con nued on page 15 
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BUSINESS 
Andrews & Shipe LLC 
Big D’s Bait & Tackle/Archery 
Bradley Overhead Doors, LLC 
Budreau , Aus n—State Farm 
Campbell & Fe er Bank 
City of Angola, MS4 
Clear Lake Electric Inc. 
Core Promo ons 
Croxton & Roe Insurance 
Culligan Water 
Farmers State Bank 
Ference Fine Jewelry 
First Federal Savings Bank of Angola 
Fort Financial Credit Union 
Franz Nursery, Inc. 
G & C Farming, LLC 
Gay’s Hops‐N‐Schnapps 
Hartland Winery 
Hotrod Golf Carts 
Indiana Warm Floors 
 

 
Jacob Insurance Services, LLC 
JMR Co age, Inc. 
J. W. Services 
Steve Jennings—Ecowater 
Lakeland Electronics 
Lawnscape Garden Center 
McLatcher Refrigera on, Hea ng 
     & Air Condi oning, Inc. 
Metropolitan Title of Indiana, LLC 
Midwest American Fed. Credit Union 
Pleasant  Township Trustee 
Satek Winery 
Special Cu ng Tools 
Steuben County Community Founda on 
Steuben County REMC 
Steuben County Tourism Bureau 
The Corner Landing 
Tom’s Donuts 
Wayside Furniture 
Will’s Hea ng & Air, Inc. 

BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL AFFILIAITES 2020 

CAMPGROUNDS, CONDOS, PARKS 
Hi‐Vue Campground 
Jimmerson Shore Coopera ve, Inc. 
Jimmerson Woods Coopera ve 
KOA Campground (Angola/Hogback Lake) 
Manapogo Park 
Pow Wow Point RV Park, LLC 
Russell’s Point, MP, LLC 
Sheehans Hamilton Lake Mobile Home Park 

ENVIRONMENTAL INTERESTS 
Aqua c Enhancement & Survey, Inc. 
Aqua c Management, Inc. 
Aqua c Weed Control 
Blue Heron Ministries, Inc. 
Clear Lake Township Land Conservancy 
Lake George Conservancy, Inc. 

 
NE IN Solid Waste Management District 
Pond Champs 
Sandhill Environmental Services, LLC 
Steuben Co. Soil & Water Cons. District 
Steuben Lakes Regional Waste District   

LAKE ASSOCIATIONS 
Ball Lake Associa on 
Big Turkey Lake Improvement  Assoc. 
Buena Vista Homeowner’s Associa on 
Clear Lake Associa on 
Crooked Lake Associa on, Inc. 
Fox Lake Property Owners 
Hamilton Lake Associa on 
Indian Lakes Sub. (Lk. Arrowhead) 
Jimmerson Lake Property Owners Assoc. 
Lake Gage/Lime Lake Associa on 

 
Lake George Co ager’s Associa on 
Lake James Associa on, Inc. 
Lake Pleasant Homeowners Assoc. 
Lake of the Woods, McClish Lake 
North O er Lake Associa on 
Pine  Canyon Lake  Associa on 
Silver Lake Associa on 
Snow Lake Co agers Associa on 
West O er Lake Property Owners 
Whisper Bay Condo Associa on 
 

MARINAS/BOAT SUPPLIES 
Clear Lake Marina 
Dry Dock Marine Center 
Hamilton Lake Marine 
Lake Pleasant Marine 
The Pier Place of Angola, Inc. 

PROFESSIONAL 
Danford, Thomas, C.P.A.  
Duch, Ronald V., D.D.S. 
Hawkins, Pamela, A orney 
Lake James Chris an Camp  
 & Retreat Center 
Lake James Lutheran Chapel 
McCardle, Dan, C.P.A. 
Scheumann Dental Associates 
Wernet, Lynn  C.P.A. 

REALTORS 
Anchor Realty  
Augspurger, Fred G., Realtor 
Barbara Hendrick 
Craig Walker 
Couperthwaite, Pa , Broker 
Realty Pro Hansbarger Realty 
RE/MAX Results, Brad Cookson 
RE/MAX Results, John Stock 
Strebig Real Estate 

RESTAURANTS 
Caruso’s Restaurant 
Mad Anthony Lakeview Ale House  

CONSTRUCTION/DEVELOPER 
Four Seasons Design & Remodeling, Inc. 
Jaz Development, LLC 
JICI, Inc. 
Manahan Construc on 
Star Homes by Delagrange & Richhart, Inc. 

 


